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I am a freelance film maker and I came on board because I wanted to do film work with young refugees and I wanted to get involved in participatory film making. Passing on the skills, facilitating the skills, so that people are able to tell their own story. So I contacted them, and then it was just at the time when they started the Refugee and Film festival, when it was running up to it, and so I got involved and I did like a film making workshop. So it wasn't just the film festival that raises awareness about refugee and migrant issues, it was also that they then actually involved in actually telling and making their own story and showing that and to like a mainstream audience. 

I did it completely for free, and I didn't even approach them with is there a budget, or can I get any money from it because 
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it is something that I felt like, because I come or I often work for TV  or other mainstreams environments, industries like that, and sometimes it is not really fulfilling. Quite often actually. So I really wanted to do something where I could do something fulfilling, you know. Where it is not about reaching a mainstream audience, where it is not about telling a story that people are expecting to hear, it is just about listening, it is just about getting people's stories  and enabling them to tell them, to tell their own stories basically. And so it was not about money at all. And the soon as I started doing the workshops, giving that, I find that is was fulfilling to an extent that I could never have imagined. It was a really really enriching experience.   

Being able to, you know, to see how inspiring people can be
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it is not about me passing on the skills, it is about people telling me about their lives, people telling me about their experiences, me learning from them as much as they learn anything from me. And that is something that, as a filmmaker, you usually jump in, get a story, move on, and never hear about the person you have made the film about again.  And it was just completely opposite. It was about building a relation with people and . If 've been with them like, probably now it is like a year and a half,  

or a year or something like that, so the contact goes still on, you know. It is not about exploiting someone's story, it is about building a story together in a way.

It's got a huge value. And the value is normally completely under-estimated by society, because if you do voluntary work, that means you do voluntary work because you are not good enough to do it anywhere else to be paid for it, so sometimes  you're not even able to write it on your Cv that you I work voluntarily for a film festival
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because oh that means she's doing it because she is not good enough to do it in a competitive world. So at refugee youth and refugee and films we don't have that value, you know. Everyone contributes.  And everyone does it from pure passion. And everyone does it because it is fulfilling and they can gain something from it. We show people that it is not about money. You cannot eat money. What you can do is you can build friendships and can live of friendships, you can live of food, these are the things that you can really live of, and these are the things you are going to get at refugee youth and refugee and films, and this is our currency, this is what we do in that sense.   And I think also that if you show other people that if you go for example to the BFI, which is like a mainstream big venue, if you go there and show them you can actually show films for free,  you can do things for free, you can claim the space,
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we are taxpayers, we contribute to that, this is also our cultural venue, although it doesn't look like it because it might not be refugee friendly or young people friendly, but we go there, we take it, and we show people that things can be free. And they can be amazing. And they can be a lot better because there are no economical interests behind it because there's just the passion that is behind it. Because often you know, if you do things because of a commission or because you get money for it, that manipulates the way that you do things.  But because we do things for free, it's got a complete honest degree to it,   it is very very honest, and it is very refugee youth. 

The festival I think is during refugee week, and I think it is from the 18th till the 20th of june,  because I'm a film maker I go to film festivals all the time, and it is one of the most inspiring festivals, it is one of the festivals where young refugees

05:00 Nike – refugee Youth

take over the a mainstream institution and turn it completely into theirs, run around and (…) at the BFI, It is crazy. It is the best festival ever. 

On the refugee and films website. We have a website and you can see about how you can submit a  film if you are a film maker, or about the programme when it comes about the time.     

If you want to find out more about the festival,then the best way of doning that is to go visit our website www.refugeandfilms.org   

